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THE DEVELOPMENT THE ASSOCIATION 
MEDICAL LIBRARIANS 


William Browning, Ph.D., M.D., Brooklyn, 


The most natural subject, this the end our twenty-first year, 
review the history the organization. predecessor, Dr. 
Taylor, anticipated the present popular wave breaking away from 
custom presidential addresses. With such good precedent, and 
this, the beginning new period the Society, quite within 
bounds cast glances forward backward. Our past too near for 
final history, and there are several with prior right give personal 
retrospects. But, things are staged, perhaps order tell what 
little know about it. 

give any account the conditions leading the founding 
the organization hardly necessary. Suffice say the Associa- 
tion, like much that best, took its toddling start the city sis- 
terly and brotherly love. The voices the air centered over Philadel- 
phia and call gather was heard. Founded 1808, was kind 
autumn fruit the century. fine regard the proprieties, 
prospective conservator literature, was formally organized 
editorial sanctum. this had above the earthly level. There 
came also letters approval and the regrets the detained. the 
members the Association can forever rejoice that its primary hop-off 
was with punctilious observance all the canons formative art! 

this first session there were eight (8) participants, certainly not 
large number, yet quite enough. Had there been more might not 
organized yet. Not that lacked accord, but were simply novices 
striving develop principles, policies and structure. evident now 
that did finally effect start, though doubt anyone felt certain 
about when parted that afternoon. 

all that little group happily are still living, delicate mat- 
ter make personal references. And yet must not let the opportu- 
nity pass pay word two credit. Who can ever the 
actors keep silence? 

George Gould was the great promoter, not originator, the 
Association, its first president, and the contributor very important 
$100. Others may have done much since, but Gould’s good gift 
started the ball. those days drove intellectually six-in-hand, and 
reached zenith achievement that few mortals sum life 
activity. And, though the founding our organization was but 
airy side-dash for him then, may remain his most durable monument. 
even contributed space and aid for our incipient Exchange. And 
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yet may remark (just entre nous) that certain obliviousness the 
importance detail left condition requiring time work out. 
into practical system, even yet that has been fully accomplished. 
This said the more feelingly was Treasurer the first two years, 
and gave the job then despair. 

Miss Charlton deserves like came specially the longest dis- 
tance, gave wise aid, and for years was the mainstay during our de- 
pendent infancy. great pleasure that she with this anni- 
versary. Miss Noyes, who has long contributed more than anyone else 
our success and very existence. Mr. Fisher, whom ever turn, 
and who never fails us. Dr. Rothrock St. Paul, who was oppor- 
tunely his old home. Miss Thiess Johns Hopkins, since called 
other duties. And Dr. Brigham Boston, representing the lamented 
Chadwick. 

Mr. Brownne the Academy sent his Godsepeed. From Wash- 
ington came hearty endorsement, while Dr. Osler, our early President, 
was particeps the founding, though not present. 

Not such bad bunch, after all, looked from this distance. 

The list names soon extended (22 1899), and some these 
may doubtless rank founders. Since then much has occurred that 
might rehearsed, some items which can used texts for brief 
discussion. 

journalism have inverted the experimental method. This 
experience includes four serials, from Spivak’s “Medical Libraries” 
our present “Bulletin.” While this last specially for our informa- 
tion, often contains material that has interest for far wider public 
than now reach. 

have also times issued little handbook the Association 
and its work, and which useful enough elaborated and kept 
date. 

Amongst our chief interests are the annual meets, the war inter- 
ruption last year being the only break. first followed the 
three-year Congress Physicians Washington, with other places 
for the two interim years, late are the wave democracy 
followers the A., which has the convenience yearly 
regularity. 

There one improvement this point the members can effect. 
things are present difficult get much publicity for the Associa- 
tion’s work. Because our lack distinguishing name, and our 
programs have issued late, proves impracticable secure 
advance attention the journals, even you have relations with many 
editors. Other societies gain notice issuing least preliminary 
program time distribute editors before all their issues are 
made up. The first condition for accomplishing this for participants 
send timely word prospective papers contributions. The 
present custom tardy response defeats our own ends. 

This Society and its interests cannot prosper any system 
seclusion. more important for library interests that they kept 
before the medical public than that those the surgical, pediatric 
other society published. 
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One the most useful functions this Society every way 
make our libraries and their work known. Possibly some imaginary 
period the future they will sufficiently outfitted and freed from 
banal necessities. But for the present almost paramount duty 
advertise our members, our interests and institutions all possible 
means—simulate kind group paranoia. Readers articles gen- 
eral interest might even urged first publish elsewhere. And some 
committee might delegated spread timely information. have 
seen what advertising can for war work; need many campaigns 
for medical libraries. The more this Association and its activities 
receive notice, the more will aid each constituent gaining support. 
The progress one library helps all others. Rivalry oft dominant 
affairs; here, unusual degree, community interest can dis- 
place it. 

important preliminary this the adoption distinguishing 
name. Our present designation may just well mean Kamchatka 
Cape Horn. Editors get all sea trying give 
ing were not fatal. slight change was made early our his- 
tory, sufficient for precedent (from Medical Libra- 
Library Association”). That was with some idea 
corralling foreign now time stand definite Amer- 
ican body. That will not interfere with foreign annexes, even attract 
such, there anybody left abroad join. 

Our chief appanage the Exchange. This has been active more 
than one sense. Perhaps, like certain young animals, had 
through motile stage before settling down fixed habitation. And 
has brought other incidents. 

one time affairs became tangled, due inadequacy funds and 
psychic quirks rather than worse. Mr. Fisher journeyed from Phila- 
delphia and Dr. Farlow from Boston clear the impasse. But, accord- 
ing story, all well that ends so, and are now sailing along 
smoothly, these episodes only need recalled for their gossipy flavor. 

our middle-ages was another phase. gifted favor-bearer was 
credited with ambition shine the leading fictionist the country. 
Though your humble was out library affairs the time, his mail 
become burdened with felicitations from one coast the other that 
corps secretaries was necessary. But that passed with the rest. 

Baltimore may spotless when comes running exchanges, 
but, alas, the gaiety our youth seems have departed. 

and then, seems. the early days most seriously went through 
the form choosing Finance Committee secure funds and endow- 
ments. the same time have never been incorporated, and conse- 
quently could not receive such bequests, any happened tendered. 

When many everywhere are shouting for endowments the 
million, may not seem the most favorable time renew “drives.” But 
realization such program must slow, and start can too 
soon. have any deserts, they might formulated. And any 
case, concern that carries business, should consider the 
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course that many societies find best, thus, possible, avoid compli- 
cations that occasionally arise. 


The Treasurer, Dr. Ruhrah, has, think, given the subject some 
attention, and may have found reasons that for the present are decisive. 
brought up, however, matter that sooner later will require 
lasting solution. 


body, as, g., has been suggested the American Library Associa- 
tion. Commercialism also beckons And even communism 
may attract strange guise. Such fates can avoided recognizing 
where our closer interests lie. 

are gathered for mutual benefit and the advancement med- 
1919. 
ical libraries. turn, our organization naturally part some larger 
field, short, perhaps, medicine whole. so, may advan- 
tageous note our logical affiliations. 

There certain contingent medical interests that appear thus 
allied. These include library work, bibliography, history and biography, 
journalism, sociology—even publishers, artists and illustrators and 
curators, these ever unite independently. The medical school com- 
bine might also thought here, though yet, like ourselves, finding 
convenient keep near the These various activities belong 
the literary and scholarly side medicine, contradistinction the 
practical scientific and technical sides. They constitute fairly definite 
and well-rounded section medical life and work. 

The journalists have been organized these many years. Likewise 
the medical schools. And we, too, have now reached our majority. 
Without doubt the time near when there will co-operation between 
our medical history societies. 

With these existing and prospective units can imagine useful 
and natural combination, with probability further extension. 
things now, are kind floating fifth wheel. However, for the 
present doubtless must governed practical considerations. 

The possible advantage keeping touch with other special libra- 
ries (engineering, geographic, scientific, etc.) may come some time, 
but can left our technical members. 

Extension.—The liberal and progressive spirit shown the early 
developers our medical library system must continually awaken our 
admiration. And their impress should extended, not simply hoarded 
memory. 

only suggestion and discussion that progress ex- 
pected. And this Society, from its wide range membership, ad- 
mirably constituted give consideration, theoretical and practical, 
possibilities that come this connection. You can doubtless each 
see some line promise. only necessary illustration borrow 
one from current thought allied lines. 

The recent advocacy “Institute for the History Science 
and Civilization” (Sarton Science, 1917, March 23, October 26, 
seq.) and the encouraging reception has received brings the desire 


for co-ordinate institution, least for history medicine America. 
Certainly the older field medicine there quite urgent call 
the later sciences. idea this kind must have occurred many. 
had union the various medical history clubs the country, 
that would naturally the place bring such matter forward under 
present conditions belongs next librarians. But the requisite means 
are not likely forthcoming, even general appreciation the 
value such object. Hence some other plan, more nearly within 
scope, must offer the chance. This field admits many subdivisions 
and affords ready opportunity for try-out co-operative specializa- 
tion medical libraries. 

Co-operation medical research has not yielded wonderful results. 
But practice, within limits, finding place. One thing clear, 
co-operation, succeed, must arranged some plan secure 
mutual advantage. 

War effects medical libraries are attrib- 
uted the war? 

has held them for the time many ways, but also brought 
more dependence American sources. Maintenance cost has risen 
degree that former endowments income longer suffice. 
course, the war greatly increased the immediate demand for and supply 
surgical and other works relating military activity. 

Files and stock from Central Europe are now two four years 
arrears, with uncertainty future filling the gap, but certainty 
increased cost. There evidence far that much choice literary 
material has been forced the market, though this may appear later. 
Some the discontinued journals the world over will not revived. 
But southern and Latin countries may claim larger share attention 
the future. 

The war has also stimulated socialistic efforts, such the move 
health insurance laws, which, turn, entail library risks and 
changes that cannot foretold. 

some modern tenets, efficiency consists not 
being right, but driving things through. That, opine, applies 
material rather than intellectual affairs. organization, like 
individual, goes either forward some other way. takes system 
physics metaphysics recognize that continual change law 
our existence. take advantage the change takes 
advantage us. Yet too radical progress brings reactions. Hence 
foresight and discretion are even more the work enduring 
institutions than the relatively brief activities individuals. And 
with body such scattered membership ours, that meets but once 
year, the more important both take account stock and spy 
out lines development. 


q 
4 
j 
q 
7 
7 
q 
q 
q 
~ q 


Osler Reminiscenses 


COLLEGE PHYSICIANS 
Charles Perry Fisher 


all have the same feeling that only the best can said Dr. 
Osler, the end must matter expression. 

Dr. William Osler was elected member the Library Committee 
the College Physicians Philadelphia January 1886, 
served until the end 1888, when left Philadelphia accept 
Professorship Medicine the Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore. 

The interest taken Dr. Osler the affairs the Library was 
him pleasure well accepted duty member the Com- 
gladly assisted every way. With his own generosity and 
the rare influence created his charming personality did much 
the comparatively short time was with us, and although separated 
from many years, with new ties library interest created, has 
never forgotten, should say never forgets, the Library the Col- 
lege Physicians. Not year passes that the shelves the Library 
are not enriched with the gift some rare volume sent with his re- 
ullum inveniemus 


TREADWELL LIBRARY 
Mrs. Grace Myers 


One day, some years ago, was filing cards the catalogue 
case, standing with back toward the door, when the door opened 
and was conscious that several people entered, although did 
not turn. Ina minute two someone nudged elbow, and looked 
around into the twinkling eyes Sir William. group house officers 
who were following their chief physician very respectful distance 
looked aghast such familiarity with their librarian. After short 
talk Sir William started off, but moment excused himself from the 
doctors with the remark, “You along into the ward and will join 
you; want talk Mrs. Myers little More wonder! 
asked all about the Library, and did not even forget inquire for 
members family, whom had known for many years. Later 
the day the curiosity least one house officer had satisfied, 
and stole into the Library and said, “How did you happen know 
him? 


LIBRARY NEW YORK ACADEMY MEDICINE 
Mrs. Laura Smith 


the matter sending further material relating Dr. Osler, 
can think nothing special. What now writing not for print, 


but entirely illustrates the spirit youth and mischief that are 
part that very charming and lovable gentleman. 

One morning was the Library, and after looking the regis- 
try book, discovered the absence his signature. “O,” said 
tor, you have not given your signature.” “But you really not 
much want there, you?” “Of course, very much do,” said 
signed, and the afternoon took one our members show 
him the distinguished visitor had the morning, and, dear, the 
signature read “Miss Well, laughed aloud! 


THE JOHNS HOPKINS HOSPITAL LIBRARY 
Miss Minnie Blogg 


first impression may may not lasting, but nearly always 
remembered and tinges after-impressions with its own bright ore 
sombre hue. when one sees for the first time great man, what 
says that occasion stands out vividly from after words and actions. 
Let tell little story first meeting with Sir William Osler. 

The present Librarian the Johns Hopkins Hospital, entering 
upon her duties twenty years ago (April, 1899), found herself over- 
whelmed with work, and one day arranging books and journals came 
point where she settled herself comfortably the floor the better 
reach some desirable shelves. She was alone the Library, and was 
absorbed arranging the hundreds journals and reprints which sur- 
rounded her. Suddenly she became aware light, rapid step ap- 
proaching, and almost immediately there appeared the doorway 
man who paused and looked her. Distinguished, keen, slight and 
wonderfully alert, stood; wore black frock coat, carried silk 
hat and gaily swung slender cane. looked each other (let 
change from the third neither spoke. Then singularly 
kind and sympathetic voice immediately felt myself pathetic 
figure) asked: 

“Ts this the new Librarian?” 

could not deny it. “Well, declare!” said Dr. Osler, 
mounted chair and reached for book—it was St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital Report—consulted it, and after while went away. 

was several days before knew who distinguished visitor 
was, but even after knew Dr. Osler the always kind and generous 
friend the Library, retained the pleasant impression friendliness 
received this first meeting. 

Dr. Osler made his busy ward rounds crossed the bridge 
leading from one ward another and never failed wave his hand 
cordial greeting passed the Library windows. 

When left Baltimore gave the Hospital Library hundreds 
his own reprints divided among the internes and fourth-year 
students. These were made packages, and when ready dis- 
tributed word was sent the students. The Library was beseiged— 
bargain sale was ever well attended—and remember how each 


proud possessor walked away with his treasure under his arm. 

The contains all books and monographs written 
Sir William Osler—gifts the author—and the second, third. 
fourth and fifth series his Collected Reprints. 


LIBRARY THE SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE 
Lieut.-Col. Garrison. 


The first time ever saw Dr. Osler was the Johns Hop- 
kins University, where was then undergraduate. meeting 
some scientific society, which the students attended, Baltimore phys- 
ician had presented what regarded remarkable anomaly, namely, 
boy who could pick pencils, test-tubes and other small objects 
simply bringing them into apposition with the extended palm his 
hand, without apparent flexure the muscles. After the demonstra- 
tion the lad’s abilities this regard, the new professor medicine, 
slender, dark, handsome man, arose and proceeded dispose the 
phenomenon with bit breezy chaffing. Immediately thereafter Dr. 
Welch got and justified Osler’s “judicious scepticism” picking 
the objects the same way with his extended palm. recall the ring- 
ing, humorous tones voice, his flashing dark eyes and his 
elastic, militant figure, which somehow suggested Carlyle’s remark that 
“England right little, tight little judge their com- 
ments, all the students felt that the newcomer was man mark, 
man swift perceptions, man character. The next time was 
sense the timbre this remarkable voice, the most remarkable quality 
one has ever heard, was the graduation ceremonies the Army 
Medical School, Washington, February 28, 1894, where Osler deliv- 
ered his memorable tribute William Beaumont. was splendid 
form, carrying his audience along his eloquent presentation the 
theme. knew vaguely that his ancestors came from Cornwall, the 
land high Tintagel, Triestram and Iseult, and knew not what 
hauntings Celtism seemed apparent the tones his voice, when 
spoke his youthful dream entering the Indian Medical Service— 

Vishnu-land what avatar 

Thereafter, through his affiliations with Dr. Billings 
Fletcher, Dr. Osler was frequent guest the Surgeon-General’s 
Library, and all has seemed something more than the dis- 
tinguished visitor. has been friend the Library force, well 
its sagacious advisor. could not enter dull office room without 
making everyone feel the warm glow his genial personality. 

When received his baronetcy the round-robin congratula- 
tions, which went out him from the entire Library staff, did not origi- 
nate with anyone particular, but was the spontaneous thought all. 
The collection, preservation and cataloguing the valuable historical 
collections was done entirely his instance. has kept friendly 
touch with all the successive Librarians the O., from Billings 
Winter. the banquet given the late Dr. Robert Fletcher, 
January 11, 1906, some slanting allusions were made the difficulty 


getting the appropriations for the Index Catalogue past the Congres- 
sional Committees. Osler’s ready sense humor caught all this the 
rebound. affirmed that the greatest thanks, effect, were due 
Congress “for providing least the sinews war with which 
carry the great work.” Sir William Osler’s interests, Singer has 
said, are the cecumenical order. matter observation that 
everyone who has had the privilege meeting him imagines himself 
better acquainted with him than anyone else. But this simply due 
his genial trait treating everyone were, for the moment, 
the only person living. other physician has been such universal 
friend his colleagues and the younger members the medical 
profession. And Medical Librarians has been very particular 
friend. 


BOSTON MEDICAL LIBRARY 
Dr. Edwin Brigham 


some forty years since first met Dr. Osler. was No. 
Hamilton Place, the Boston Medical Library rooms, the first year 
its existence. handsome, agreeable young man called, stating that 
was from Montreal, and making inquiries about physicians, hospitals, 
etc. spent more less time the Library, and close friendship 
was established which has lasted. was not that was much serv- 
ice, but that was, perhaps, his first acquaintance here. has main- 
tained his interest the Library and has never failed call 
when Boston, and has made many valuable donations. 


MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL FACULTY 
Miss Marcia Noyes 


early days the Library, when Dr. Osler used sit across 
from double desk, would absentmindedly pick pencil 
and apparently scribble idly scratch pad, blotter, anything hand. 
Finally was impressed consciousness that was always the 
same two words that were written, and could not 
help but wonder the significance. The riddle was solved when re- 
print address medical students the University Toronto, 
October 1903, read: 

“To one teachers must pay passing the tribute filial 
affection. There are men here today who feel about Dr. James 
Bovell—that was one those finer spirits, not uncommon suit- 
able environment. When September, 1870, wrote 
that did not intend return from the West Indies, felt had lost 
father and friend; but Robert Palmer Howard Montreal 
found noble stepfather, and these two men, and first teacher, 
the Rev. Johnson Weston, owe success life—if success 
meaans getting what you want and being satisfied with 

When abroad for his annual outing Dr. Osler always had the needs 
our Library mind, and owe many our greatest treasures 


his interest. Some these were direct gift from him, and others 
selected for purchase the Frick Fund. very important gift the 
Library was made Dr. Osler 121 Theses American students 
the University Edinburgh between 1760 and 1810, rare collection 
Americana which came from the library the late Professor Hope 
Edinburgh. 

Abstract from letter from Sir William written Christmas, 1916: 

wish could spend afternoon with you the Library—see- 
ing all the changes and improvements. Think those old 
days—of such small things—but had was this letter, con- 
taining several personal allusions, that set the ball rolling which resulted 
establishing the Osler Testimonial Fund $10,000 April 27, 1917. 


*The Master Word Medicine. Address medical students, Univer- 
sity Toronto, October 1903. 


CORRECTION 
Vol. April, 1919, No. page 51, fifth line from the bottom. 
Owing incorrect information, was unfortunately stated that Dr. 
Brigham Boston was dead. Dr. Brigham alive and still very 
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IX. JULY, 1919. 


SIR WILLIAM OSLER 


July this year sort Osler month. not necessary tell 
our readers that the twelfth the month “The celebrated 
his seventieth birthday. the occasion the Annual Meeting the 
congratulations and good wishes the Association were cabled him, 
that now can more than repeat our felicitations and 
press the hope that may spared for many years the full strength 
his activity. 

Medical journals everywhere are filled with Osler items, leading 
articles and articles written the Festschrift vein. testimonial col- 
lection papers two volumes being issued under the most distin- 
guished editorial auspices, and printed Hoeber. There are 
various journals that are making their July number Osler number. 
The Annals Medical History has preparation sumptuous 
trated number with interesting articles about Dr. Osler. Others that 
are getting out similar numbers are the Bulletin the Johns Hopkins 
Hospital, the Southern Medical Journal, the Bulletin the Medical 


and Chirurgical Faculty Maryland. This issue cannot called an. 


Osler number, for there was nothing left say any large way; 
the above-mentioned journals about everything that germane the 
subject has been printed. There remained only interesting little col- 
lection personal reminiscence the librarians the various places 
where Osler either worked visited, and these will found little 
interest showing the human side one who has intense and im- 
pressive personality. The future biographer and historian will estimate 
them higher rate than will the readers the present day. There 
have been few, any, physicians about whom much personal anec- 
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dote might gathered together, and pity that someone does not 
undertake this work while those who can supply the material are still 
with us. Few, indeed, ever had the genial wit and humor, the ready 
response, the inimitable rejoinder. way reminds one John 
Radcliffe, but his remarks are rarely caustic, and practically never 
wounded. 

happy chance the day, July 12, 1919, was day which the 
Journal the American Medical Association appears, and this issue 
contains photographic reproduction Osler seventy, editorial 
the man and his work and cablegram greeting from the Chief 
himself colleagues and old students McGill, Pennsylvania, Johns 
Hopkins and many friends the United States and Canada.” 

One cannot write about Osler without quoting him, and call 
your attention some words response spoken the farewell dinner 
given him New York 1904: 

have had three personal ideals: One the day’s work well 
and not bother about tomorrow. You may say that not satis- 
factory ideal. is; and there not one which the student can carry 
with him into practice with greater effect. more than anything 
else owe whatever success have had—to this power settling down 
the day’s work and trying well the best ability, and 
letting the future take care itself. 

“The second ideal has been act the Golden Rule, far 
lay, toward professional brethren and toward the patients commit- 
ted care. 

“And the third has been cultivate such measure equanimity 


would enable bear success with humility, the affection 
friends without pride, and ready when the day sorrow and 
grief came, meet with the courage befitting man.” 


